Comments to Mill’s Paper:

I was fortunate to sit with Mills for lunch yesterday when he spoke of the paper. He explained in depth, more than what he was able to present within the paper, the context and the response and more information about the challenges (and threats) he and his students encountered.

What I liked about this paper is that he presented a project that in its essence historiography without being the often utilized traditional ways of introducing it and completing it. The fascinating component is that the students were presented with an opportunity to read current contemporary writings (GQ!) that show how historiography is presented beyond the academy. 

This point is what I think needs to be highlighted – history in the public realm and getting individuals involved in the art and science of history. It goes beyond just the content and substantive elements (the primary and procedural elements) to get them to develop an historical consciousness … meaning, what is the purpose of the past in the present? It may not be specific to piracy but more to the idea of hoax. I am reminded of Jane Austen’s intro: 

The History of England

from the reign of Henry the 4th to the death of Charles the 1st

By a partial, prejudiced, & ignorant Historian

To Miss Austen, eldest daughter of the Revd. George Austen,

this work is inscribed with all due respect by

The Author

N.B.: There will be very few Dates in this History.
I believe that many of the students who we teach within history departments at Universities are there because of their own experiences with history and with a particular course/faculty that may hold such import in their academic lives. This project has the impact, and I see it as an exemplar to prompt students to continue on in history within a society that reifies science. 

Questions: 


More information about how to choose the hoax. What makes a good hoax?


What was the public response? Spoke of the wiki response. Then leads to what is our responsibility to the public as historians? Do we have a responsibility? 


Would you provide more information about the blow back and dealing with the blow back? If we are to consider this as an example of engaging in alternative pedagogy, then how would the early career faculty and doctoral students consider this from a tenured professor? Are there risks? 


Would you explain more about the academic trust networks? 


How public is public knowledge?

Mills. I absolutely am enthralled by this paper, and would love to follow its development!!!  Brenda

